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SCHOOL'S HISTORY TRACED
St. Joseph’s in Kent educated African-American boys

By JAMES MERRIWEATHER
Dover Bureau reparter

The old St. Joseph’s In-
dustrial School was memori-
alized Monday as an educa-
tional haven for thousands of
African-American boys who
had few others options for
schnuh_ng and job training.

l, located in six
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Duck Creek Road just out-
side Clayton, was built in
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fore its doors were closed in
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ground be broken next
month for a seventh building

that would add 12 more class-

roOms.

Elder Samuel Simmons,
68, a black man and lifelong
Clayton resident, told the au-
dience that his observation
during the 1950s and 1960s
was that the surrounding

community was “kind of
frightened” by the school’s
students, many from Balti-
more, Washington, D.C.,
Philadelphia and other
urban areas. He said that,
any time they left the school,
the students marched in
lines, with a Josephite father
at each end, and were “as iso-
lated from the community as
people with leprosy”

“Now we see diversity,”

Simmons said of the charter

school’s multiracial student
body,
that.”

Simmons heads a 20-
member church called the
Holy Spirit Mission, which
meets each Sunday in the
chapel at St. Joseph’s. The
chapel’s architecture — de-
scribed as a rare, sophisti-
cated example of an “Ital-
ianate style, basilica-form
church, expressed in wood”
— figured in St. Joseph’s na-
tional register recognition.

Gilliland said the pur-
chase and renovation of the
school was paid for with $1
million in private and foun-
dation contributions and

*and we thank God for

about $5 million in construc-
tion financing from Wilming-
ton Trust Co. He said the
foundation’s activities, in-
cluding the charter school,
would pay for the repayment
of the loans.

This fall, the society will
create a Founding Members
Garden in front of the
chapel, which will feature en-
graved caps on a brick wall to
honor those who contribute
at least $500. The garden is
part of a campaign to create
an endowment to finance
programs run by St. Joseph's
at Providence Creek, includ-
ing a scholarship fund.

Reach James Merriweather at 678-4273
or merriweather@delawareonline.com.
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